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St. Louis, Mo – In an open letter to MoDOT Director Pete Rahn, Congressman Todd Akin
expresses support for the decision to rebuild I-64, but requests that specific details be
addressed prior to closure of all lanes on I-64.

  In the letter Congressman Akin requests further clarification on:

    
    -  efforts to modify portions of substitute corridors such as Clayton road to handle higher
volumes of vehicle traffic that are anticipated when all lanes on I-64 from Spoede to I-170 are
closed;   
    -  efforts by St. Louis County and St. Louis City to sequence traffic lights for the morning and
evening drive times; and   
    -  efforts by MoDOT or St. Louis County to Coordinate with Bi-State Development Agency
(METRO) to establish temporary park-and-ride lots.

  

Congressman Akin also suggests the possibility of a dry run prior to shutting down all lanes for
an extended period of time.  In the letter Akin states that, “Best business practices often include
pilot programs and product tests.  Consequently, I am proposing that MoDOT consider
coordinating with St. Louis City and County and other affected municipalities to conduct a trial
run of the I-64 shut-down in mid-to late October (or a date determined by the key reconstruction
participants) to test the traffic diversion plan and to identify any additional measures that should
be implemented.”
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